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Conclusion
Gathering the Gifts of Woman

To continue weaving the web of the Sisterhood and

make it strong, we must first honor the two bylaws that are
Native American Traditions—protect the women and never
do anything that would hurt the children. These are the un-
written laws that kept the Tribes in the Americas strong for
hundreds of years. In modern times, we could translate these
two laws into meaning that the Planetary Family is restored
when the women can feel safe anywhere and anytime. When
that occurs, the nurturing of children’s dreams is taken care
of by women who have become extensions of the Earth
Mother and thus Mothers of the Creative Force. Through
the nurturing of healed women, the spiritual health and
well-being of the next seven generations is assured.

The Sisterhood grows strong when every woman sees
every other woman as an equal part of the whole. There is
no room for pecking order in a circle of women. “Life,
Unity, and Equality for Eternity” is the foundation for the
harmonious circle of the Sisterhood. Every woman is asked
to do her part by developing her gifts, talents, and abilities.
Each woman is acknowledged for the work she contributes
to the whole. Every woman is her own judge; the truth of
her actions and the integrity of her words is the model she
uses as she leads through example. Each woman is required
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to face the limitations, fears, and challeﬁges within herself
and to heal those parts of her self in order to become the liy-
ing personification of her personal vision.

When each woman honors her Self, more réw, 'créative

energy is available to be used by the whole to effect changes
in the way humankind reacts to life. When women are no
longer lost, asking others to tell them what they should do
or how they should live, there will be great changes in our
world. This is not to say that the friendships and bonds of
women are not to be used; on the contrary, the support of
other women who have walked the same path is para-
mount. This kind of support is based in truth and delivered
with caring—without projections or judging another. That
kind of support is healthy and productive, when other
women create a safe space in which to share personal
thoughts and offer alternatives in a respectful way. The Sis-
terhood always supports every woman who is willing to sur-
mount her own challenges in order to grow.

Any woman who has taken care of business by becom-
ing strong and her personal best is already standing in the
Turtle Council House with the Thirteen Original Clan
Mothers. How she continues to develop her talents depends
on her desire to see through the smokey illusion of the
Great Smoking Mirror. The Mayans say, “I am another one
of yourself.” Through the Great Smoking Mirror we can
look at every life form in the tangible world as representing
some gift, trait, or talent that also is a part of our own
makeup. When we look beyond the smokey illusions, we
can travel past our hesitations and limitations, finding that
every one of the Thirteen Clan Mothers is a part of the per-

son we are. Some of those skills may not be fully developed,
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but they are available to us if we decide we want to use
them to grow further, '

One way we can balance the male and female sides of
Our nature is through developing our skills, putting our-
selves out in the world in order to make a difference in the
lives of others we encounter. Through example, we can
show others how to love unconditionally, be their personal
best, drop the need to control or belittle, and show compas-
sion. The Legacy of Woman does not have to include the
former hurts that have set women against women, women
against men, or caused women to destroy themselves
through sabotage. The way out of these crooked trails is pro-
vided by the Thirteen Original Clan Mothers. When we ac-
knowledge the traits of the Original Thirteen as gifts we can
find and develop within ourselves, we have many goals to
accomplish and plenty of work to do. There is no need to get
involved with the high drama and pettiness that has kept us
from achieving human harmony when we are busy working
on becoming our personal visions.

To gather the gifts of the Thirteen Original Clan Moth-
ers and to develop them as our own, we must see other
women as role models. This is not to put the women who
have developed a certain gift on a pedestal, because they too
are human and will fall. Every human being is perfect in her
or his imperfections and has a right to learn through trial
and error. In admiring how another woman uses the gifts
she has developed, we can then see how she handles situa-
tions in her life. It may not be how we would do it our-
selves, but it gives us one alternative to look at without
judging it as right or wrong. Being the observer of severa]
women who have certain gifts that we want to develop
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within ourselves can give us a multitude of néw idcés L _
ways to approach life. | - d

The practice o.f learning through observing is the Way
that Native American Tribes have taught Clan or family
members to develop their skills for centuries. We are only as
accomplished as those we choose as our role models or
teachers. When a child showed a skill or talent of some
kind, the family would go to the Tribe Member who was the
very best at that particular thing and ask if the child could
learn from that person. This ensured that the child would
learn from the best teacher available and it was the unspo-
ken duty of that teacher to make sure that the student
equaled or surpassed the abilities of the teacher. When this
was accomplished, the reward belonged to both the teacher
and the student for a job well done. There was no jealousy
or envy or holding back of some information or technique
that would make the teacher superior. That kind of selec-
tive teaching was practiced only when separation divided
the Indian Nations after the Trail of Tears.

Today, there are many ways to find role models. We can
find the information or resources we need through books,
seminars, schools, or libraries. We can make it our priority
to develop new ways to look at our lifestyles and our envi-
ronment. We can decide to live in a way that shows respect
for the Earth Mother and All Our Relations. We can learn -
through observing our neighbors. We can develop skills
through sharing or helping another accomplish a task. We
can ask that the right person or situation be put in our paths
so we can observe alternatives. Everything in life is our
teacher and everything is alive. The discovery of that alive-
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ness is the adventure that life offers us on a minute-to-
minute basis. Our main task is to be aware of every mo-
ment in order to take advantage of the opportunities
presented. _

To gather the gifts of woman, we must be aware of
everything in the tangible and intangible worlds. The role
models we need are represented in all life forms, not just in
women. The feminine principle is present in all things and
in the natural world is balanced with a positive male role
model, giving us the blending we need to find in ourselves.

ve observer is the feminine aspect of gathering
kill. The willingness

plish that task be-
bserving and

The recepti
the information of how to develop a s
to take the actions necessary to accom

longs to the demonstrative male principle. O
king sure we understand, and then taking ac-
r ac-

listening, ma
tion is the balanced path to developing any talent o

complishing any goal.
Saying no to anything that is inappropriate or harmful
for ourselves or another is one form of taking action. The re-

fusal be a party to pettiness is another way to take action,
k enough of ourselves to

we choose the ac-
opinion of our-

through nonaction. When we thin
respect our Sacred Spaces and our bodies,

tivities that support right action. When our
selves is low, we tend to be drawn into situations that

ultimately inflict physical, mental, or emotional harm on
some part of our beings. These wrong actions come from

woundedness. It is then necessary to heal the part of our-

selves that is willing to accept any interaction with others

as a substitute for self-esteem. In our desire to be liked or
admired, we often set aside the standards that we have
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found will support our growth. The lessons of thig crooké q
trail are hard ones that fall like an avalanche of broken
dreams, further wounding the Self. It ig the male/demon-
strative side of our nature that is willing to risk saying no to
protect the Self’s identity. It is the nurturing female side
that is willing to receive any kindness or attention, even if
the consequences are not readily seen.

The wounded male side of our nature may insist that
we constantly defend, battle, or compete with others to
show our worthiness, instead of working together in a sup-
portive way. These reflections of self-importance are seen
through the Great Smoking Mirror, making us aware of the
pain they have caused in this Fourth World of Separation. If
we are constantly defending our right to be, we are defend-
ing a deep wound to our sense of Self.

Self-esteem is reclaimed when the feminine principle of
nurturing the Self is practiced, instead of expecting our
sense of wholeness to come from our relationship to an-
other person. When we care enough for ourselves to take the
time we need to give to the Self, we will feel complete.
When we feel love for the Self, we will then draw another
person to us who can add his or her sense of wholeness to
the relationship. The union of two people who have devel-
oped the skills of self-reliance and self-esteem is one that
will stand the tests of life’s experiences.

This type of healing, provided by the Great Smoking
Mirror, applies to every human relationship. When two
wounded people become friends, the relationship will in-
variably produce a common ground that will provide many
lessons. They may mirror their common weaknesses, lack
of understanding, or inflexibility to one another. They could
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provide a support system for one another or reflect how one
is growing and the other has fear of change. In every in-
Stance, no matter how the situation presents itself, each in-
dividual is responsible for seeing her or his own hurt and for
finding a way to heal it without making the other person re-
sponsible for that pain. This is the way of the feminine nur-
turing principle: going within, finding the problem, and
remedying it through nurturing the self.

The male principle is then used to affect or change the
patterns that caused the person to draw those lessons to the
Self. The actions that created the problem are habits that
can be broken. If a person always goes along with another’s
decision and is angry about it later, the anger is really with
the Self. If a person is afraid to speak up when something
seems amiss, the unexpressed resentment will strangle the
relationship.

These and other habits that are limiting can be changed
if we use the feminine principle of observing the obvious in
ourselves. It is far easier to see the wrong behavior in an-
other than it is to see our own refusal to take right action.
We do not need to insist that others do it our way, but we do

~need to insist upon honesty within the Self in order to sup-

port our own well-being. Personal integrity changes as the
person grows and develops. It would be unfair to insist that
everyone follow one set of rules.

The rigidity within belief systems that makes one faith
the true faith and all others false is one of the mainstays
causing the Fourth World of Separation to be so destructive.
In the Indian Way of the Ancestors, if a Person received 5
dream or vision about a particular way to perform 2 task,
ceremony, or healing, it was never questioned because it
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was between that person and the Great Mystery. If people
chose to dress differently or follow any course of action that
did not hurt others, it was accepted as their way of doing
things and was not judged. For the most part, families living
in a tribal situation did not stick their noses in anyone else’s
business unless they were asked to. The respect for an-
other’s Sacred Space was of utmost importance even if she
or he were not behaving properly. The only time anything
was brought before one of the Council of Elders was when
a tribal Law had been broken that would affect the survival
of everyone.

We gather the gifts of woman when we allow all per-
sons to make their own choices about who and what they
want to be and then allow them to find a path that suits
their personality and unique way of learning those skills.
These are the gifts of the good mother who refuses to
smother her children but instead gives responsibility ac-
cording to each child’s capacity. This manner of allowing a
child to develop the ability to respond from his or her sense
of integrity ensures that the children will become self-
reliant. The purity of the loving feminine principle is based
in unattached guidance giving proper boundaries and at the
same time providing a fertile ground for developing the
seeds of potential. The Thirteen Original Clan Mothers
allow every Child of Earth the opportunity to become his or
her potential in this same way.

We can no longer separate the female and male princi-
Ples within ourselves, because one without the other will
leave us stranded on the shores of the future without the
means to b.ecome our personal visions. Gathering the gifts
of woman and bringing those gifts home to our hearts
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?:lzas;t?;z::’i:iimg b(fth sides of our ‘nature and invest-
S e e 80.0 ness. Negative ]udgmex"{ts will di-
e ke arnage- of our thozfghts (feminine) and

ne) that give us the abilities we need to ac-
complish our goals.

- The Sisterhood has been given the task of being the
bridge from the Fourth World of Separation into the Fifth
World of Peace and Enlightenment. The chasm we are being
asked to cross can only be bridged with forgiveness. We all
desire the abundance of the Fifth World, but to receive it we
must for-give. We are being asked to give of ourselves, to
forgive ourselves and others, and to allow the abundance of
wisdom to flow. Our greatest potential lies within and can
be found through forgiving, creating the bridge across the
abyss of our woundedness. We are standing at that point in
time now.

Tﬁﬁery human being who accomplishes the task of be-

coming her or his personal vision will become a role model
e or he is aware of it or not. The more

s we develop, the more en-
e with others. This is the

for others, whether sh
gifts we gather and the more skill

lightenment we are able to shar
r0ad to the Fifth World of Peace, and the Thirteen Original

Clan Mothers are the Guardians of that path to wholeness.
The time has never been more fertile. The dreams of hu-
mankind are nestled in the hearts that are ready to heal the
old pain and become the living vision of Life, Unity, and

Equality for Eternity.
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The History of the
Turtle Council House

&y

Many thousands of moons ago when Turtle Island was
one land mass and the Children of Earth lived together as
one, a call from the Earth Mother went out to all women of
the human race. This plea has been echoed through the cen-
turies in the hearts of women everywhere and still reflects
the Earth Mother’s purest desire for women to take their

roles as the Guardians of beauty, harmony, equality, and
peace.

In those ancient times, women were uncertain of their
roles, and yet they strove to give of themselves in order to
preserve the Legacy of Woman on their Mother Planet. It
was a time before the religions of the later-established Ma-
triarchy would worship the Great Mother. The beginning of
this story takes place in the days when the Earth was new
and the steam from her cooling body made tropical envi-
ronments where the Children of Earth wandered naked,
without shame. Great reptiles and mammals roamed the
Earth, feasting on the lush vegetation. The human Childrt?n
of Earth knew no lack because there was food growing in
abundance and all of the Children of Earth lived in l?ar-
mony. It was a time that the Grandmothers call the Flrst
World of Love, and the light of Grandfather Sun was the
symbol of the constant love that guided the Original People, 3
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the Human-beings. The Earth Tribe called Human-beings
knew no separation because male and female were honored
as equals. For the Human-beings, there was no battle be-
tween the genders, because each sex had equally important
roles in Creation and both joyously performed their tasks in
a loving and good way, supporting all other humans, crea-
tures, and plants.

As the rotations around the sun passed, each of these
yearly orbits was marked by thirteen cycles of Grandmother
Moon. As new generations were born, the love freely given
to all life forms by Grandfather Sun became a source of
comfort that marked day from night, Sun from Sleep. His
golden light of love brought warmth, because at that time
humankind did not understand the mystery of fire or how
to contain it. Like the warmth and nurturing ability of the
mothers of humankind and the protective, providing roles
of the fathers of the Human Tribe, Grandfather Sun’s Sacred
Fire warmed the hearts of all the Children of Earth.

The five races of Two-legged humans lived in harmony
and honored the differences between them as being unique
aspects of beauty for many hundreds of generations. The
yellow, red, brown, white, and black races of Two-leggeds
were not fearful of a scarcity that they had never known. All
of their needs were abundantly taken care of until greed
. changed the orbit of the planet. Something was wrong, very
wrong. The Earth Mother could no longer maintain her bal-
ance as she traveled across the Sky Nation, circling Grand-
father Sun. Slowly she was losing her balance, slipping off
her path, and every wobble worried her more. The gold that
held her internal guidance system and revolving relation-
ship to the sun was being removed by her human children,
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It was during this time of subtle climatic change that
jealousy began to rear its ugly head and fear clutched the
hearts of the Two-leggeds. Food was not as plentiful as it
had been before, because the seasons began to evolve, mak-
ing changes in the fruit-bearing cycles of the Plant People,
The races of humankind began to seek others who looked
like their own particular race, causing the first separation of
the Tribe called the Human-beings. These Two-leggeds
began to believe that Clans or families of the same race
should be formed to protect their food stores for those of the
same skin color. Grandfather Sun loved all his children
equally, without exception, and his heart was saddened by
this Crooked Trail that his human children had taken.

The separation continued as gold was chipped from the
Earth Mother’s body and hoarded. Confused human chil-
dren believed that gold was the manifested, collected light
of Grandfather Sun’s love. They believed that Two-leggeds
who possessed the greatest amount of this precious metal
would rule the others in the Human Tribe. The yellow race
of Two-leggeds began to enslave the other races until greed
had finally destroyed the ideas of equality that had invested
the First World with unconditional love. The male Human-
beings were physically strong and began to hunt and hoard
the food in order to dominate the females, creating further
separation and woundedness. '

Misunderstanding of Grandfather Sun’s Sacred Fire and
the color yellow that represented the Eternal Flame of Love
and Light caused the misuse of gold and deterioration of the
First World’s original intent. The Earth Mother could no
longer stand the cries of her children, ‘who had become the
Children of Sorrow because love was lost. The First World
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would have to be destroyed by the same Sacred Fire of un- -
conditional love in order to purify the Mother Planet for a
new beginning. The Sacred Fire of Love had been replaced
by gold metal, becoming an all-consuming fire of greed,
ownership, and control.

Grandmother Moon spoke to her daughter, the Earth
Mother, and brought forth an idea from deep within her
heart. “Oh, my daughter, do not grieve for that which can-
not be changed. There is much love and compassion inside
you that can be used to heal the broken hearts of these Chil-

dren of Sorrow.”
The Earth Mother hfted her voice to question the wise

Grandmother who wove the tides of her oceans with the
feelings of human beings. “Speak to me of the healing my
human children need, Moon Mother, for my heart is heavy

and my senses are reeling with their pain.”
“Daughter, I would speak to you of yourself. You hold

all that is good within the feminine. You carry the model of
wholeness for all women inside your heart. It is time for us
to create the parts of you that will express the hidden
human potential. Each time my face comes full one aspect
of the feminine healing potential will be revealed. Each of
these thirteen parts of the dream of wholeness will be spun
of gossamer thread made of my silver light and will move
from the Dreamtime into the manifested world to walk the
Earth. They shall become the Thirteen Original Clan Moth-
ers, who will be the foundation of the Legacy of Woman.
They will hold the Sacred Hoop intact through all the com-
ing worlds. Each will be the Guardian of the secrets of one
moon cycle and Keeper of the Mysteries of Woman. Every

Clan Mother will represent another part of your spirit and -
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